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a lot about you. But then again, it might not! It would be great if you wrote in what you saw, then we 
will publish a list (perhaps without names attached) in the next Whirrakee. 
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Editors’ Note 

By the time you read this I will be far away, in Berlin, amongst the sleet and the rain, the cold and 
the dark. Nevertheless I shall have a wonderful and very long break and for this reason, the 
February edition of Whirrakee might be slightly late. I am hopeful that by the time I return, there 
will be lots of interesting articles waiting. Have a wonderful Christmas break and remember to 
bring your holiday slides to the first meeting in the new year. : 


November General Meeting — Frogs of 
Victoria Speaker: Peter Johnson 
Author: Sabine Wilkens 


Did you know that frogs, despite their fragile 
appearance, have a very wide range of habitats? 
They live in alpine, desert, woodland and 
farmland environments, in urban and roadside 
situations, in puddles which may be fresh water, 
saline or swampy. 

This talk was about the frogs of the Northern 
Plains on which many natural habitats are 
dominated by Red Gum and Black Box. 


Peter began by distinguishing two broad groups 
of frogs, those from the wetter and those from the 
drier environments (broadly speaking they are 
called the tree frogs and the land frogs) 


There are two common ‘land frogs’ on the 
Northern Plains which call nearly all year round. 
They are the Common Eastern Froglet Crinia 
signifera and the Plains Froglet Crinia 
parinsignifera. Mature specimens of these 
species are about the size of the end of an adult’s 
thumb. 


As opposed to many other frogs in Victoria, these 
two are not declining. It appears these two 
species have benefitted from the environmental 
change brought about by agriculture to the 
Northern Plains. They breed in response to 
increasing temperatures with the Plains Froglet 
slightly preferring the warmer weather. 


Another common ‘land frog’ is the Marsh Frog. 
The Spotted and the Barking Marsh Frog can 
really only be distinguished by their call - (you 
should have been there when Peter tried to 
demonstrate the difference)....and then there is the 
Banjo Frog or Pobblebonk which has a distinctive 
call—once heard you’ll never forget it. 


As for the tree frogs, Peron’s Tree Frog Litoria 
peroni comes to mind (the one Tom Patullo wrote 
about last month as living in his hanging fern). 
The pronounced pads on its feet (typical for the 
tree frogs, are not suckers but simply give the frog 
a greater surface area to hold onto the tree with. 


Peron’s Tree Frog can easily be distinguished 
from other, similar frogs by its crossed pupil. 
Unlike the Common and the Plains Froglet, this 
species has suffered from the change due to 
agricultural expansion on the Plains. 


There is an amazing tree frog called the Growling © 
Grass frog or Warty Bell Frog Litoria 
raniformis. Both names evoke strong images, 
not particularly positive for this frog. It has been 
declining in number severely over the last 
decades. The Growling Grass Frog will eat small 
frogs if ‘normal’ food becomes scarce. It may 
obtain its victims by responding to other frogs’ 
calls, a very unusual characteristic in a frog. 


Some roadside environments are quite saline, yet 
frogs are found there. Frogs may be able to adapt 
over time to saline conditions, whether or not they 
are able to reproduce under those conditions is not 
known. For example, one salinised Lake is Lake 
Murphy. There are lots of frogs present but no 
evidence of breeding, i.e., no egg masses and no 
tadpoles. 


Looking for frogs can be challenging. You hear 
them but to find them is another matter. A useful 
trick is to use the triangulation method. Two 
people stand apart, listening to the call and both 
point to the spot where the call comes from. 
Apparently this method greatly helps in locating 
cryptic and shy frogs. When recording any frogs 
found, also record water quality, vegetation, bird 
life and insect life as well as physical parameters 
like air and water temperature and atmospheric 
humidity. 


If you intend to handle frogs (may be as part of a 
frogwatch program or something similar), always 
wet your hands in the water from which the frog 
comes before handling it.- This will prevent it 
drying out and also-wash off any chemicals on 
your hands which may harm the frog. 


Peter Johnson finished by showing great slides of 
other Victorian frogs and then he played excerpts 
of the frog tape made by Murray Littlejohn 
(Melbourne University). The calls of the Green 
and Golden Bell Frog and the Growling Grass 
Frog made a fitting ending to a very interesting 
talk. 


The two lines of frogs illustrate the variations of 


the Common Eastern Froglet (Crinia signifera) on — 


the top row and the Plains Froglet (C. 
parinsignifera) on the bottom. The frogs are 
shown slightly larger than life size. 


The illustrations and the quote on this page are 
from: Tyler, M.J. 1977. Frogs of South 
Australia. South Australian Museum. 


Most amphibia are abhorent because of 
their cold body, pale colour, cartilaginous 
skeleton, filthy skin, fierce aspect, 
calculating eye, offensive smell, harsh voice, 
squalid habitation, and terrible venom; 
and so their Creator has not exerted his 
powers to make many of them. 

Linnaeus (1750) 


A Morning with Kids 


Eleven children from Grades 4-6 of several 
Victorian Primary Schools (from as far away as 
Kyabram) assembled on One Tree Hill on 
Tuesday 16th November to learn something about 
Naturalists’ activities. 

The day was organised by Julie Howard in 
conjunction with the Club as part of the Phoenix 
Fest program for gifted children. 


Three activities were conducted for the morning: 

e Bird watching for beginners, guided by Anne 
Bridley, Glenise Moors and Jan Orr 

¢ Ecological studies introduced by Bill Holsworth 
and Rob Moors and 

e Studies of native plants conducted by Jane 
Cleary and Rod Orr. 

At the close of the activities, Rod Orr gave advice 
as to where to go or what to do next if the students 
were interested. 


The picture below shows a small group of 
children learning to use binoculars under the 
expert guidance of Jan, Anne and Glenise. 

A great student to teacher ratio! No wonder the 
children enjoyed themselves immensely. 
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The Cabbage White Butterfly 


Author: Tom Burton 


Last month I wrote something about the Caper 
White, which is a native butterfly and an 
ecological jewel, in that it is a probably a 
pollinator of some native plants. This time, an 
introduced pest that has travelled the world, the 
Cabbage White Pieris rapae, the commonest 
butterfly currently flying now (early November). 
The information for this article comes mostly from 
the new CSIRO Monograph on Biology of 
Australian Butterflies. 


The Cabbage White is a native of Europe, Asia 
and Africa, but it has spread throughout the 
world, wherever its food plants were also 
introduced—first seen in North America last 
century, NZ in 1930, Australia in 1939. Its 
spread in Australia was spectacular, from NSW 
and Victoria to Queensland and WA by the end of 
1943. More recently, it has even invaded the 
tropical north of Queensland. This amazing 
mobility is one of the secrets of its success. 


The somewhat squishy and hairless green larvae 
eat a variety of foods, but the foods all contain 
mustard oil, including cabbages, cauliflowers, 
brussels sprouts, radishes, and turnips. Because 
the Cabbage White is easily reared and very 
widespread, it is probably the best studied of all 
butterflies. 


An adult female Cabbage White doesn’t usually 
have long to learn the facts of life. She mates 
within one day of emerging from the chrysalis 
(not a quick affair—mating usually takes more 
than an hour), and over the next day or so, she 
starts to lay her whitish eggs singly on the 
undersides of leaves of its host plants. She 
probably does this hundreds of times. The 
average captive female Cabbage White lays 
hundreds of eggs in her lifetime—the Australian 
record is 750 eggs. 


The eggs darken as the larva inside develops. . 


When it hatches, the larva is an leaf-eating 
machine, hence its pest status, and it goes through 
five moults before it makes its chrysalis. 


As larvae grow, their appetite grows even faster. 
85% of the food eaten by a grub is eaten during 
the last of the five stages of its life as a larva. The 
larvae prefer younger, more nutritious 
leaves—they can actually detect the levels of the 
nitrogen compounds they need, and select which 
leaf they will feed from. The destruction of young 
leaves causes more damage to a plant than loss of 
old leaves. 


In temperate regions, the Cabbage White can go 
through as many as seven generations in a spring- 
autumn period, but in the tropics, breeding can be 
continuous. The higher the temperatures, the 
faster the rate of development of the larvae and 
pupae, and the faster the generations turn over. 


In winter in the southern parts of the Cabbage 
White’s range in Australia, the pupae undergo 
diapause, that is, a sort of hibernation. The 
trigger for this is a combination of low 
temperature and short day length (daytime 
temperature less than 24 degrees plus daylight 
length less than 13 hours). 


So, what controls are there on Cabbage White 
numbers? Most of the control occurs when they 
are larvae. There is little evidence that extremes of 
temperature or rainfall make any difference to the 
survival of the larvae. Similarly, toxins in leaves 
seem to be ineffective. Some plants are more 
nutritious than others—cauliflowers are better 
food than cabbages—and anything that slows 
development by being less nutritious increases the 
time that the larva spends in the more vulnerable 
early developmental stages, so a larva born on a 
cauli has a better chance of making it all the way to 
adulthood. There are also geographic effects that 
are hard to explain: survivorship on brussels 
sprouts is less in Brisbane than in Canberra. 


Some causes of mortality relate to the population 
density of the caterpillars. Some cannibalism is 
known—larvae seeking out eggs to eat—and that 
helps reduce the population; sometimes the 
caterpillars destroy most of the available food 
plants, and then mortality arises from competition 
for the plant material remaining; and predation 
increases when the population density rises. 


What kinds of predators? In other parts of the 
world, both birds and insects prey on the 
caterpillars. There the balance between the 
predators seems to depend on the neatness of a 
garden. Weedier gardens favour insect predators, 
and neat gardens favour birds. The birds that eat 
the caterpillars in Europe and NZ include 
sparrows and song thrushes. In Canberra, the 
only well studied Australian site, predation is 
almost always the work of insects, especially ants, 
with the odd Willy Wagtail, Yellow-rumped 
Thornbill, and House Sparrow taking the odd 
caterpillar. 


The CSIRO has successfully introduced three 
species of parasitic wasps to attack the pupae and 
larvae of the Cabbage White, but clearly, the 
Cabbage White is under no immediate threat of 
being controlled even by the wasps. Many larvae 
die of disease—fungal, bacterial, and especially 
viral. The Granulosis Virus is the most deadly 
(transmitted by the parasitic wasps), and attempts 
have been made to control the caterpillars by 
spraying plants with the virus. 


Adult Cabbage Whites have some very interesting 
adaptations. In order for a butterfly to be able to 
fly, the temperature of the flight muscles in the 
body must be between 29 and 40 degrees. To 
help them reach this temperature, they bask. The 
basking position of different species varies, but 
white butterflies (including Caper Whites as well 
as Cabbage Whites) have an amazing strategy. 
They bask in a position to allow their white wings 
to reflect the sun’s warmth onto their body, which 
is black. Hence the colour of the Cabbage White: 
the white wings are ideal reflectors, and the black 
body an ideal absorber. 


We can recognize the sexes of Cabbage Whites 
fairly easily. Male Cabbage Whites possess a 
single black spot on its forewing, whereas females 
have two spots. Doubtless a Cabbage White can 
recognize another’s sex by the number of spots. 
However, when choosing a potential mate, a 
Cabbage White male uses a cue that we cannot 
see. A male is attracted by the colour of the 
female—not the white that we can see, but rather, 
the high level of ultra-violet reflected from the 
wings. 


Male (above) and female (below) of the cabbage white butterfly, Pieris rapae. 


Because a female only gets to mate once, she has 
to get it right, so, as is usual among animals, 
females are very selective. They have ways of 
rejecting males, usually by means of posture. By 
spreading their wings, they expose the less 
attractive (less ultra-violet) upper wings, and 
move their genitalia out of reach. I don’t know 
what criteria the females use in choosing a male. 


Adults take nectar from many flowers, but most of 
the nectar is taken from a few species, according 
to studies carried out in Japan and the US. What 
species in Australia? That is not recorded. 
Butterflies carry small pollen loads, and it has 
been suggested that they may not be important 
pollinators, but if there are a lot of butterflies, the 
total amount of pollen carried could well be 
significant, and their fidelity to only a few plant 
species should make them reliable vectors of 
pollen from one plant to another of the same 
species. 


When they are feeding, they turn frequently. This 
makes them efficient nectar-harvesters, because 
this leads to their visiting a high percentage of the 
flowers on a plant. 


The Cabbage Whites owe much of their success to 
the mobility of the adults, which enables them to 
find new food plants on which to lay their eggs, 
and to a preference for laying their eggs on 
isolated and small patches of plants, which means 
that they spread out farther and faster, hence 
reduce the competition for food. 


Like all pests, the Cabbage White is a marvel. You 
may not like them for the damage they do, but you 
just have to admire them. 


Reference: Lokkers, C., and Jones, R.E. (1999) The 
Cabbage White Pieris rapae (Pieridae). Pp 153-172 in 
Kitching, R.L., Scheermeyer, E., Jones, R.E., and Pierce, 
N.E. (Eds) Biology of Australian Butterflies. 
Collingwood, CSIRO. 


Report from the 1999 Australian Youth 


Parliament for the Environment 
Convention, Old Parliament House, 
Canberra 


Author: Stephanie Rosier 


Earlier this year, Stephanie Rosier, a year 10 
student at Golden Square Secondary 
College,was selected to represent the Bendigo 
Electorate at the Youth Parliament for the 
Environment Convention. BFNC was one of 
the sponsors of this project which was fully 
funded by the participants. Stephanie talked 
about the Convention at the October General 
Meeting and here is her written report: 


Introduction to the Australian Youth 
Parliament for the Environment 

The AYPE was started in 1996 with the purpose 
of creating a vehicle whereby young people were 
given a national voice on environmental issues. 

It is an apolitical, independent and pro-active 
environmental organisation run by youth. The 
Australian Youth Parliament for the Environment 
combines a strong platform of education, action 
and decision-making to enable youth to help to 
create a better and sustainable future. It is 
essential that as young people we become aware 
of the problems so that we can work for the 
solutions. While there are many environmental 
organisations in australia, AYPE is the first that is 
run by youth for youth. 

There were 115 young people between the ages of 
14 to 18, each representing a federal electorate in 
Australia. There were also representatives from 
Youth Parliaments for the Environment from 
Sweden, New Zealand and Argentina attending 
this year’s AYPE convention. 


History 

The original notion of a Youth Parliament for the 

Environment began in Sweden in 1989, where Dr 

Karl Hendrik Robert, a cancer doctor challenged a 

large meeting of young people to make a stand and 
actively work on environmental issues. 


The result was that they set up the first Youth 
Parliament for the Environment. The idea must 
have been ripe for its time, for in a few short 
years, Youth Parliaments for the Environment 
were set up in England, France and Holland; in 
fact all across Europe. In 1996, the idea took hold 
in australia and the Australian Youth Parliament 
for the Environment was launched in Canberra. 


The Convention 

The Australian Youth Parliament for the 
Environment was opened by tree planting at a 
degraded river site. We planted fast growing 
eucalypts native to the area. 

Each day started with a key note speaker. We 
then split up into State groups and worked on the 
problems presented to us. 

During the Convention the global environmental 
issues covered were the green house effect, air 
pollution, depletion of the ozone layer, genetically 
modified foods and the nuclear industry. Each 
topic was presented by a scientist who specialises 
in that particular field. Each talk covered the 
causes, problems and issues around the subject. 
The future structure of the Australian Youth 
Parliament for the Environment was also looked 
at. We looked at being totally financially 
independent, with the money being raised by the 
youth of australia. The AYPE is currently 
sponsored by Toyota, Greenfleet and the Federal 
Government. 

A statement on the Australian Youth Parliament 
for the Environment’s stance on many important 
and controversial environmental issues was 
worked on. 


ECO-civics 

We all felt that a major outcome of the 1999 
Convention was the development of a program 
that we called ECO-civics. This program is 
designed to become the foundation for the 
Australian Youth Parliament for the Environment. 
ECO-civics could help, we feel, in solving one of 
the more serious problems we have in society: the 


- lack of youth participation in the creation of the 


future. 


The aim is for ECO-civics to concentrate on four 
main issues. 


1. Education — Sustainability is a large issue 
and education is the key to the problem. Members 
will look at educating themselves and the 
community. 


2. Action — Hands on action is very important in 
restoring the environment, ECO-civics aims to 
support sustainability by taking direct action 
wherever possible. 


3. Communication — Raising awareness and 
communication with other organisations like 
schools, general community, politicians and the 
creation of links between the committee an 
existing environment groups. 


4. Finance — The ECO-civics will support all 
action, education and communication that the 
group undertakes in the community. They will 
also help fully fund further conventions. 


An extra outcome from this year’s Convention, is 
the offer by the Federal Government to fund two 
delegates to attend the United Nations Convention 
for the Environment, which is being held in 
America in 2000. 


The Convention was very educational. It was lots 
of hard work, but lots of fun as well. I met many 
young people who, like myself, want to get out 
there and make a difference, get involved and help 
restore our environment by living and working 
sustainably. 


It was an unforgettable experience and I would 
like to give my thanks. I could not have gone 
without your support. The Convention reinforced 
my optimistic belief that workable solutions to our 
environmental problems can be found, if we look 
to solutions that guarantee sustainability. That 
through combined support fro the AYPE, youth 
can find a platform to voice their contributions in 


finding solutions that guarantee sustainability. 
Our future and survival depend on it. 
List of speakers: 


Sharmen Stone—Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Environment Minister Robert Hill 

Peter Brock— Formula one race car driver 

Andrez Kinner— Aboriginal of the Stolen 
Generation 


Bob Brown—__ Leader of the Australian Greens 

Meg Lees — Leader of the Democrats 

Cheryl Kernot — Shadow Minister for 
Employment 

Peter Garret— Head of the Australian 
Conservation Foundation, Lead 
singer of Midnight Oil. 


Dampier 300 

Biodiversity in Australia 1699 - 1999 and beyond. 
6 - 10 December 1999 

Alexander Library Theatre 

Perth Cultural Centre, Francis Street 

Perth, Western Australia 

(see page 12 in the July Whirrakee for details) 


Advance Notice 


Fourth Australasian Native Orchid 
Conference and Show, Melbourne 5 - 8 
October 2000. 

Registration Forms are now available 


Rod Orr is the Club’s representative on the 
Whipstick Park Advisory Committee. 
Please contact Rod if you have any concerns, 
questions or suggestions for this committee. 
Other club members are Anthony Sheean 
(representing the Bendigo Council) and Ian 
Fenselau (representing the Beekeepers). 


Bobby and Alan Malone 
Author: Barbara Chmielewska 


Bobby and Alan live on the same estate as Stan 
and I do. Their house is on the corner of 
Bennetts Road and Heath Avenue, Junortoun. 
The estate is covenanted — no cats or dogs or 
boundary fences. The intention of the covenant 
is to provide safe habitat for the indigenous 
fauna. Consequently animals such as wallabies, 
sugar gliders, tuans and numerous birds live in 
the area. Bobby, in particular, is very interested 
in the birds and orchids that grow on their land. 
Their land is probably the best as far as diversity 
of the natural bush is concerned. Both Alan and 
Bobby are keen observers of the life in the bush 
and made sure that as much as possible is left 
intact. For years they both belonged to the 
Bendigo Field Naturalists Club. Unfortunately 
they now have to sell their house. We will miss 
them very much. I can only hope that the new 
owners will respect the bush as much as Bobby 
and Alan do and continue to conserve it. It 
would be great if our Club members could make 
this widely known so that the right person might 
buy it. 


Extracts from the Environment 
Conservation Council Annual Report 
1998-1999 


Editor’s Note 

A very attractively produced annual report 
landed on my desk by accident and it occurred to 
me that some members might be wondering 
what the Box-Ironbark investigation 1s up to. 
Below is an excerpt from the report with regards 
to that investigation. 


“The area under investigation covers the box- 
ironbark forests and woodlands on public land 
as indicated on the plan below. Three 
significant areas of Commonwealth land, at 
Puckapunyal, Longlea and Mangalore, have 
been included in the study area with the 
agreement of the Commonwealth. 


Terms of Reference for the ECC’s 
Investigation of Victoria’s Box- 
Ironbark Forests and Woodlands Areas 


In December 1997 the EEC received a request 
from the Minister for an investigation of 
Victoria’s box-ironbark forests and woodlands 
areas, as indicated in the box below 


The Minister, under section 17 of the 
Environment Conservation Council Act 1997 
requires the Environment Conservation Council 
to carry out an investigation of Victoria’s Box- 
Ironbark Forests and Woodlands occurring on 
public land in northern Victoria. The area to be 
investigated is the box-ironbark ecosystem 
stretching from the Grampians in the west to 
Wodonga in the northeast. 


In accordance with section 23 of the Act the 
Environment Conservation Council is required to 
present a written report on the outcome of its 
investigation in the prescribed form by 30 June 
2000 (originally 31 December 1998) 


Having regard to the matters to be taken into 
account in investigations as provided in Section 
20 of the Act, including the economic and social 
value of any existing and proposed development 
or use of the land or resources, the investigation 
must: 

¢ identify and evaluate the extent, condition, 
values and uses of the Box-Ironbark Forests and 
Woodland areas in Northern Victoria 

e make recommendations on the balanced use of 
these areas. 

e in making recommendations on the balanced use 
of Box-Ironbark Forest and Woodland areas the 
Council should have regard to the Nationally 
Agreed Criteria for the establishment of a 
comprehensive, adequate and representative | 
reserve system recognising that informal reserves 
and prescriptions will be established through the 
regional forest management planning processes. 


Changes to the Terms and References 


In March 1999, Council concluded that due to 


the heavy demands of the Marine, Coastal and 
Estuarine Investigation, it would not be able to 
satisfactorily complete both investigations within 
the available time. An extension of time for the 
Box-Ironbark Investigation was accordingly 


10 


granted by the Minister and the date by which 
the Final Report must be presented was 
extended to 30 June 2000. 


Four staff (full time equivalent) were directly 
involved in the investigation during 1998/99. 
Expenditure totalled $ 274,400. 


The Resources and Issues Report, published in 
December 1997, documented the natural, 
cultural, recreational and economic resources of 
Victoria’s box-ironbark region. The report and 
subsequent submissions and letters raised many 
matters which are being addressed b Council in 
developing draft recommendations for balanced 
public land use. 


Consultation 


During the 1998/99 year, the ECC and staff held 
numerous meetings, conducted field inspections 
and/or made regular phone contact with a range 
of individuals and groups interested in the 
investigation. 


These groups and individuals represented a 
range of interests including the mining industry, 
sawmillers and forest industries, the eucalyptus 
oil industry, apiculture, tourism, conservation 
and field naturalists, prospecting and small 
mining, wildlife research, water boards, local 
government, Commonwealth and State 
agencies, and parliamentarians. 


The ECC has compiled and maintains a database 
of over 2000 names and addresses of those 
interested in the Box-Ironbark Investigation. 
Newsletters were prepared and sent to all those 
on the database in September 1998 and May 
1999. 


Following publication of the Draft Report, 
further submissions will be invited from 
interested persons and organisations. These 
submissions will be considered by the ECC 
when the Final Report is being prepared. 


Advisory Group 

The Box-Ironbark Investigation Advisory 
Group was reconstituted with seven additional 
members in August 1998. 


There were three meetings of the Advisory 
Group, and numerous additional contacts with 


members of that group between meetings over 
particular issues. Members of the Advisory 
Group have expertise in, and provide advice to 
Council on various matters of relevance to the 
investigation. There are now thirteen members 
of the group (see below). 


Research 


Consultants were commissioned to carry out 
research and provide supplementary 
information. Projects included studies of large 
old-tree sites and also on drought refuges. A 
social and economic baseline study was 
completed and a study analysing the social and 
economic effects of draft proposals was 
initiated. 


NRS (the mapping section of the Department of 
Natural Resources and Environment) completed 
mapping and modelling of pre-1750 EVC’s 
(Ecological Vegetation Classes) for the Box- 
Ironbark area. An analysis of tree-cover was 
also carried out.” 


Editor’s Note: 

If you would like further information on 
particular aspects of the process or the progress 
of the Investigation, please contact the BFNC 
committee or one of the representatives of the 
Advisory Group. The members are: 

Dr Andrew Bennett 

Dr Andrew Brookes 

Dr Malcom Calder 

Mr David Clark 

Mr Ian Fenselau 

Mr Rod Gowans 

Dr Steve Hamilton 

Mr Joe McMahon 

Mr Andrew Maclean 

Dr David Parkes 

Mr Phil Roberts 

Ms Marilyn Sprague 

Dr Barry Traill 

Mr Kevin Wareing 

Mr David Watters. 


VICTORIAN FIELD NATURALISTS CLUBS ASSOCIATION CAMPOUT 
FRIDAY 10™ MARCH — MONDAY 13™ MARCH, 2000 


The Geelong F.N.C. invites members of your club to the campout which will include the popular Marine Discovery 
Centre — (MDC) sessions chosen by campers last March. 


We are looking forward to another informative and enjoyable time together but stress this will only be possible for all 
campers if Booking Forms are returned promptly; the demand for facilities during the holiday weekend are 
excessive. 


Booking Forms will be processed as received — first in first served — Boats and MDC sessions will be arranged 
according to bookings received by 30 November and we will confirm arrangements a.s.a.p. after that date. 


We are recommending visitors camp at City Southside Caravan Park, 87 Barrabool Rd., Belmont (Refer RACV West 
Melbourne and Great Ocean Road Regional Map — Geelong Outlets) for the weekend; Albury Wodonga FNC were 
well satisfied last February. They have given us a room, next door to their office, where all campers should register 
from 3.30 pm on Friday. Un-powered sites $15 for 2 adults $3 extra person. Powered sites $16 for 2 adults + $3 extra 
person. 3.5 Star Cabins 4 berth and 6 berth $50 for 2 adults + $5 extra person. 4 Star Cabin 6 berth $60 for 2 adults + 
$5 extra person. All BYO bedding. Book soon to avoid disappointment. Riverglen Caravan Park — next door 
52435505 is second choice and Barwon Caravan Park — 52433842 — nearest the Highway third choice. Self catering 
apartments are available at Barwon Valley Lodge Phone 52442111 —also shown on map. Excursions will leave from 
a parking area opposite Southside. sk : 


NB. Evening meetings and dinners at KARINGAL cnr. McKillop & Humble St., East Geelong — near Eastern 

Cemetery. 

e .Excursion/session fees are shown on the Booking Form. Please indicate which you wish to attend, attach a $30 
deposit to reserve places and post to G.F.N.C. CAMPOUT PO Box 1047, Geelong, 3220. Make cheques payable 
to Geelong F.N.C. 

e Although Saturday MDC program looks daunting, careful selection should enable campers to attend their 
preferred sessions. The option is Birding at Werribee for the day. 

e All excursions on Sunday are full day, each provides for a wide range of interests and all include migratory water 
habitat. Mud Island is really special and could be a wading adventure for Wader observers; a reasonable level of 
fitness required. Wear sandshoes and shorts/bathers for wading from and to boat ladder in shin to thigh deep 
water on a muddy bottom. Sun hat and sun screen necessary. 

e As Mondays low tide occurs at a favourable time there will be plenty of opportunities to snorkel, swim, wade or 
ramble at Point Lonsdale. Marine Research Group members will identify and explain the rocky shore life. An 
alternative excursion to the Ocean Grove Nature Reserve is available for those who prefer being in the Bush to 
on the Beach. 

e. Don’t Forget: - Food for breakfasts and lunches. Clothes for all seasons. Bathers/shorts, Sunhat, Sunscreen, 
Snorkel (if you wish), Camera, Magnifiers, Fieldglasses, Telescope, Sandshoes, Rock ramble shoes, towel, etc. 
The weather ; it may, but hopefully not cause excursion cancellations. To take a copy of your completed 
individual Booking Form before you post the original to Geelong. 


Enquiries — Dick Southcombe 03 — 52433916. 
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PROGRAM AND BOOKING FORM FOR VFNCA CAMPOUT 10-13 MARCH 2000 


All excursions depart City Southside Caravan Park, 87 Barrabool Rd., Belmont 


Please — A Booking Form for each individual Camper 


Please state 
Yes or No Fee 
Friday 10" — From 3.30 pm. Registration, at City Southside Caravan Park. 
Evening meal — own arrangement. 
7.30 pm Assemble at GFNC Club Rooms Karingal, Cnr. McKillop & Humble Sts. 
Geelong East. 
8.00 pm Welcome, introduction etc. 
Saturday 11" 
1. 8.30-—4.30 Birding at Western Treatment Plant Werribee $10 = $ 
2. 7.45—8.15 Travel to Marine Discovery Centre at Queenscliff a, | lar oe 
a. 8.30-—9.30 Temperate Reef Ecology session MDC. $3 Ne PF lem 2 en tie 3, $ 
b. 9.30 — 10.30 Laboratory session MDC $7. + gre ats $ 
c. 10.00-1.00 Marine Biology/Oceanography Cruise MDC $18 $ 
d. 10.00-1.00 Swan and Sand Islands Flora and Fauna Tp eighe, aes 
e. 11.00-1.00 Investigate Swan Bay Mud flas MDC$8._ . . . _ __... $ 
f. 1.00-4.30 | Dune and Shore Flora and Fauna _ hg 
g. 1.30-2.30 Laboratory session MDC repeat of b. $7 _ en ee eee $ 
h. 1.30-4.30 Marine Biology/Oceanography Cruise MDC. Repeat, of c. . $18. re ae Sa 
i. 1.30-4.30 | Swan and Sand Islands Floraand Fauna ee 
j. 3.00-4.30 Relax at Rip View Point Lonsdale Lk 
5.00-6.30 VFNCA Annual General Meeting at KARINGAL 
6.30 Dinner 
7.30 Observations, comments. 
8.00 Guest Speaker. 
Sunday 12” 
ZX. 8.30-4.30 Mud Island Group boards KYENA at Bay St., Queenscliff9.00 am $18 ___ $ 
2. 9.00-4.30 Edwards Point 
3. 9.00-4.30 Breamlea — Blackrock-Barwon Heads 
4. 9.00-4.30 Barwon Heads —Blackrock-Breamlea. 
5. 9.00-4.30 Barwon Estuary-Lakes-Pt. Henry _. ae 
6. 9.00-4.30 Buckley Park-Lake Victoria — Southern Swan Bay. 
5.30-6.30 VFNCA Meeting at Karingal. 
6.30 Dinner 
7.30-8.0 Observations, comments 
* 8.0 Guest Speaker. 
Mondav 13” 


1. 9.00-12.15 To Point Lonsdale for Rock ramble, snorkel etc. 
2. 9.30-12.30 Ocean Grove Park and Ocean Grove Nature Reserve. 


3. 12.30 


Name 


Address 


Phone 


P 


BBQ Lunch at Ocean Grove Nature Reserve Information Centre 


Excursion/ MDC session Fees SubTotal $ 
Admin. Costs + 3 meals __ Camp Fee $ 55 
TOTAL g 
a $30 deposit is required but the full amount would be appreciated | _ __ $ 
Balance to be paid by 31* January i _ 


LEASE COMPLETE. TAKE A COPY AND RETURN ORIGINAL TO GEELONG BY 30° NOVEMBER 


Diary 


The General, Bird Observers Group and Mammal 
Survey Group meetings are held at the Golden 
Square Senior Citizens Building, Old High Street, 
Golden Square, unless otherwise indicated. 


General Meeting 


Wednesday, December 8, 6.30pm 
Christmas Dinner, 

members can bring a plate share (e.g. casserole 
dish, salad, desert etc.) 

Note: earlier starting time. 


Saturday, December 11 

9.00am till noon 

Hall Maintenance Working Bee 1999 

As every year, we would like to finish the year 
with a working bee to do a number of small jobs 
in and around the Club Rooms including a 
thorough clean-up of the Hall. 

The more helpers, the better 

Bring work gloves if you have any. 


Wednesday, February 7, 7:30pm 
In the first meeting of the year, members usually 
show holiday slides. Bring yours along! 


Excursion 


Sunday, December 12 

Lunch at Jack Ipsen’s home at Lyal 

Redesdale. 

Bring your own lunch and Christmas spirit. 

The property is at the corner of Mangans Lane and 

Redesdale Road. 

Ring Anne Bridiey (5449 3479) or Glenise Moors 

(5439 6254) if more detailed instructions are 
needed. 


| Glen, 


Mammal Study Group . 
For information about the Mammal Study Group 
ring Bill Holsworth on 5443 4063. 


———— 


Bird Observers Group 


Sunday, February 6 

Atlassing Excursion to Kimbolton Forest, 
Lake Eppalock, 

Meet 9am at the Clubroom, this is a half-day 
excursion. 

For further details ring Bev Culvenor 54421983 
or Anne Bridley 54493479. 


It is planned that the Atlassing Excursions are 
conducted on the first Sunday of every month next 
year. Ring Bev Culvenor or Anne Bridley for 
details. 


Supper 


_ The usual arrangements for supper are as follows: 


members either bring a plate or pay $1 for supper. 
This small amount is used to reimburse members 
who purchase essential supper supplies. 


Other Events 


VENCA March Campout in 2000 

Friday March 10 - Monday March 13 

The Geelong Field Naturalists Club is inviting 
members to next year’s annual campout. 

Due to this being a holiday weekend, it is essential 
that you book as soon as possible. 

See pages 12 and 13 for further details. 

Please contact Jane Cleary if you would like a 
copy of the map. 

Contact Dick Southcombe if you have 
questions on 52433916 


additional 


Wildlife Rescue & Information Network 
Inc. 

W.R.I.N. is an organisation dedicated to the care 
of orphaned, sick or injured native animals. 

It is fully endorsed by the Dept of Natural 
Resources and Environment. 

Please call our Emergency Number for Help for 
Fauna in Need. Phone: 0419 356433 


